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Town of Middlebury 
Energy Committee Meeting Minutes 

Wednesday, April 18, 2018 
 

Present: Ross Conrad, Chris Robbins, Howard Widelitz, Steve Maier, Heather Seeley, Hannah Hurlburt, 
Van Barth, Lindsay Fuentes-George. 
 
Ross convened the meeting at 8:45 am.  
(Note: all votes are unanimous unless otherwise indicated.) 
 
Minutes: Minutes for March have not been completed. Ross reminded us that according to the open 
meetings law, minutes should be posted to the web site within 5 calendar days. The only requirements 
for the minutes are to list attendees, topics discussed and decisions made. 
 
Gro-Solar’s MOU Update.  Heather said that a public hearing had been held regarding Gro-Solar’s 
proposal. The energy committee’s suggestions were presented and are being considered by the Select 
Board. Steve pointed out that this 4.99 MW facility is utility-grade, not net metered, so the town would 
not have to designate the site as a preferred site, but would still need to grant approval. 
 
Lindsay Fuentes-George arrived and all introduced ourselves. She is our new Select Board representative 
on the committee. Heather, who filled that role last year, said she will continue to come when she can 
but will not be a voting member. 
 
Ross said that Green Lantern is still waiting to hear back from us as to whether the town wants to buy 
into their met metering project. After hearing from the VT law school a couple of months ago, we had 
recommended that the town develop a renewable energy strategy to help decide on options like this. 
Heather explained how the Select Board developed a method for evaluating proposals for town projects 
so that staff is not overwhelmed by too many projects at once. They are judged by community 
objectives, Select Board values, and town manager criteria (more info on web site). Right now the top 
three priorities are the RR bridges, the water bond vote, and the Middlebury River flood resilience 
project. Development of a renewable energy strategy is proposed for next fall. Hannah asked if the 
energy committee should develop such a strategy to bring to the Select Board and Heather thought that 
would be helpful.  
 
Middlebury College Sustainability Office Presentation – postponed. 
 
Town Renewable Energy Policy Proposal This proposal is regarding purchases of equipment, asking that 
department heads consider renewable energy when getting bids for equipment such as heating systems 
or vehicles. Steve suggested some changes, including that the Board consider the more renewable 
option when its cost is not more than 10% over the cost of a fossil fueled option. Howard moved and 
Hannah seconded a motion to send to the Select Board. Approved. 
 
Follow up on Energy Audits Heather shared an e-mail to Kathleen from Mike LaCrosse of Zero by 
Degrees. He said the audit reports for the police station and teen center are in progress, and he made a 
few preliminary suggestions. The audits should be completed by next month, and we will ask Kathleen 
to inform the energy committee so we can be included in any presentations that are made concerning 
the results. Chris and Heather were concerned that any other improvements being made to these 



*FINAL* 
 

buildings be coordinated with improvements suggested by the energy audits. Bill Kernan (operations 
manager for Public Works) will be the one to coordinate these different projects. 
 
MEC member Appointments/Officers for 2018 Two potential new members were nominated at the last 
Select Board meeting. The Board will likely approve the slate of nominees next Tuesday. At our following 
meeting we will elect officers. 
 
Committee member issues/updates Van said that the college is having and Earth Day fair this weekend 
and he will set up a booth for the energy committee. Hannah said she would provide some handouts 
from Button-Up day. Steve said no one has yet volunteered to staff a booth for the Climate Economy 
Initiative, but he can provide some literature. 
 
Steve reported on the energy subcommittee of the Climate Economy initiative. They have chosen the 
greater South St. neighborhood to be the first demonstration neighborhood, with Gorham 
Ln./Morningside Dr. to follow. The goal is to get 90% of residents to do at least a minor energy 
conserving action, with 50% doing something more substantial. They are offering energy visits with a 
free smart thermostat as an incentive. An orientation meeting is set for 3-5 pm on Saturday, April 28, 
location TBD. 
 
Chris was at the transportation subcommittee. They drafted some recommendations for locating the 
proposed Amtrak train platform in the downtown area, which they will present when the consultant 
holds a public meeting. The consultant’s report is due in June. 
 
Howard created an email address that will be on the town web site and will send messages to the chair 
and vice-chair of the committee. It is being tested now. 
 
Ross suggested that once a year all the town committees should meet with the Select Board and chairs 
should present their priorities for the coming year, in order to improve coordination between them. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 10:18 on a motion by Howard, seconded by Hannah. Next meeting will be 
May 16 at 8:45 am. 
 
 
  Respectfully submitted, Chris Robbins 


